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AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR EVANGELIZING THE JEWS. 


In one of our preceding Numbers we led our readers toexpect, at no 
distant period, an account of the measures which have been pursued in 
this place for some time past, to devise a plan forengaging Christian zea 
and benevolence in the important work of attempting to evangelize the 
Israelites dwelling among us. We have thought it adviseable to defer the 
publication of the steps which were taken from time to time on this subject, 
until they should assume a systematic and settled form. These proceed- 
ings having lately resulted in the organization of an Institution for the pur- 
pose of prosecuting the object with methed, permanency, and efficiency ;’ 
and the following statement of the origin and formation of that Society, to- 
gether withits Constitution, and an address to Christian brethren on the 
subject, having been ordered to be published, we embrace with much 
pleasure the opportunity of realizing the expectations, and, we trust, re- 
joicing the hearts of many of our readers, by now presenting them with 
these particulars. 


Statement of facts respecting the origin and formation of the In- 
stitution. 


Wauaitst Societies have recently been organized in Britain, with 
auxiliaries in other parts of Europe for the conversion of the Jews, 
the Church of Jesus Christ on this side the Atlantic, has hitherte 
done nothing, or next to nothing, to recover and restore to the 
iold of its Saviour that once distinguished, now dispersed, but 
still wonderful people. 

A solemn statement of these facts was laid before the Consista- 
ty of the Reformed Dutch Church in the city of New-York by 
one of its members, on December 2d, 1813; which being duly 
considered, it was 

Resolved,** That this object is worthy, in the opinion of the Con- 
sistory, of the attention of the Church, and that it be recommends 
ed to the Rev. Classis of New-York to take the subject into their 
serious consideration, and by the appointment of monthly lectures, 
er im such other mede as to them may seem meet, endeavour to 
promote the conversion of the Jews, provided the measure ap- 
pears to be proper, seasonable, or in any degree attainable.’’ 

Vor. H.—No. 16. Q 
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At an ordinary meeting of the Classis of New-York, held in- 
the city of '*ew-York, October 13, 1814, the following minute 
was entered on their records, namely, ‘ the resolution of the Con- 
sistory of New-York brought forward at the last ordinary meet- 
ing on the state of the Jews having been considered, 

Resolved, Vhat a Committee be appointed to inquire whether 
any, and if any, what extra means can be adopted by Classis, to 
effect the great object contemplated in that resolution, and 

That said Committee be empowered to devise and mature a plan 
on that subject, to be laid before Classis, as soon as may be prac- 
ticable, for their approbation.” 

That Committee was accordingly appointed, and directed their 
attention to this subject without delay. 

The first objects of that Committee were to ascertain 

The number of Jews now residing in this city : 

The disposition manifested by them toward their own religious 
institutions, and toward Christians : 

Whether they were willing to receive religious instruction : 

The best method of communicating such instruction : 

What were the first steps taken for their conversion by the So- 
ciety instituted for that purpose in London. 

When they had obtained all the information they could procure 
on these points, a sub-committee was appointed to draft a report 
to be laid before Classis ; owing, however, to the discouragement 
arising out of the inquiries of the General Committee in relation 
to the Jews, to the occasional absence of its members from the 
city, and other causes, the report above mentioned was not pre- 
sented until the 18th of Sept. 1816. 

Mr. Joseph Samuel C. F. Frey, who had lately been connected 
with the Society for the conversion ef the Jews, in London, and 
had recently and unexpectedly arrived in this country, was pro- 
videntially present at that meeting. 

‘The report submitted to the General Commitiee, and which 
embraced several plans for the conversion of the Jews, was ap- 
proved, and ordered to be laid before Classis at their next ordi- 
nary meeting, which was accordingly done; and the same hav~ 
ing been received, and entered upon the minutes of Classis, it was 
resolv ed, to adopt the first plan proposed in that report, the sub- 
stance of which was to attempt the conversion of the Jews by in- 
stituting a Society for that purpose, embracing the whole Evan- 
gelical interest of this city. ‘The Committee of Classis was then 
enlarged, and directed touse their influence without delay, for 
carrying that plan into effect. 

At a mecting’of a number of persons of different religious deno- 
minations conv ened, in pursuance of public notice, ‘at No. 10 
Garden-street, im the city of New-York, on Wednesday the 
6th day of November, 1816, for the purpose of considering the 
expediency of forming a Society for evangelizing the Jews, it 
was unanimously 
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Resolved, That it is expedient to form a Society for that end. 
A Committee was then appointed to draft a Constitution and an 
Address to the public. At a meeting publicly called by that 
Committee the 30th of December, 1816, the Society was regu- 
larly organized, and the following Constitution and Address were 
adopted, and ordered to be published. 


CONSTITUTION. 


I. This Society shall be known by the name of The American 
Society for evangelizing the Jews. Its sole object shall be to make 
every possible and proper exertion, in dependence on the bless- 
ing of the God of Abraham, to bring the Jews to the acknow~ 
ledgmentof Jesus Christ of Nazareth as the true Messiah, and to 
the experience of the power of his grace. 

II. Any person paying three dollars annually, shall be a mem- 
ber of the Society, or thirty dollars at one time, shall be a mem- 
ber for life. 

[II. The Society shall meet annually in the city of New-York, 
on the last Monday in December, at 10 A. M.—Fifteen members 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

IV. At the annual meeting there shall be chosen by the Society, 
a Board of Managers, consisting of a President, a Vice-Presi-. 
dent, a Corresponding Secretary, a Recording Secretary, a 
Treasurer, and seven others: any five of whom shall be a quorum. 

V. The Board of Managers shall conduct the business of the 
Society, enact theirown By-laws, call special meetings, dispose 
of the funds, and fill vacancies in their own Board. ‘They shall 
meet statedly the third Thursday of every other month, begin- 
ning with the month of January, at such place as they shall ad- 
journ to from time to time, in the city of New-York. 

VI. The President, or in case of his absence, the Vice-Presi- 
dent, at the request of any two Managers, may call a special 
meeting of the Board. 

Vil. This Constitution may be altered by the vote of two 
thirds of the Members present at an annual meeting of the Society,’ 
on the recommendation of the Board of Managers. 


OFFICERS. 


Rev. Dr. Philip Milledoler, D.D. President. 
Peter Wilson, L.L. D. Vice-President. 

Mr. John E. Caldwell, Corresponding Secretary. 
Rev. Alexander Gunn, Recording Secretary. 

Mr. Thomas Storm, Treasurer, 


Other Managers. 
Rev. John Williams, Rev. J. M. Matthews, Rev. R. B. E. 


M‘Leod, Rev. John Knox, Mr. Isaac Sebring, Mr. Matthias Bruen, 
Mr. John Nitchie. 


(The Address will be given in our next.] 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER’S GUIDE. 
By the Rev. J. A. James, of Edgbaston, England. 

Our readers will observe on the cover of this Number an advertisement 
of the above named work, which has lately been re-printed in this city fox 
the “‘ Female Union Society for the promotion of Sabbath Schools,” and is 
for sale at their Depository. 

Several Essays have been published in Great Britain, under different 
forms, on the subject of conducting Sunday School instruction. In some 
of them which we have had an opportunity of reading, we have seen many 
excellent hints and important directions for the guidance of Teachers in 
the performance of theduties connected with this beneficent undertaking ; 
but have met with nothing which treatsthe subject in so profound, able, 
and interesting a manner as the work above mentioned. 

After a short Prtracr, in which the design of the Treatise is stated te 
relate te the moral, not the mechanical part of the institution,—a sum- 
mary account isgiven, in THe InrRopuctTioN, of the rise, progress, and 
improvement of the Sunday School system. 

The remainder of the book is divided into eight Cuaprers, which treat— 
Ist, of the object which the Teachers should have in view as the ultimate 
end of all their labours, namely, the salvation of immortal souls :—2d. the 
qualifications which every teacher should seek to possess :—3d. the man- 

‘per in which they. should discharge the duties of their office :—4th, their 
duties towards each other :—5th, the temptations to which they are pecu- 
liarly exposed :—6th, their discouragements:—7th, the most effectual 
means of keeping up the spirit of the office: —8th, motives to diligence in 
the work. 

In discussing these topics, the judicious and pious author keeps constant- 
ly in view the allimportant idea, that this labour of love is calculated in its 
nature, and ought to be performed in such a manner as to advance the 
most exalted and beneficent purposes, involving not only the temporal, but 
the eternal welfare of its subjects. He represents the requisite qualifica- 
tions of those who engage in the instruction, to be of a character much 
above what is supposed by many to be sufficient for the employment. In 
order to promote the highest and theultimate end of Sunday School teaching, 
he considers it essential that the instructor “ be a partaker of real reli- 
gion,” having an experimental as well as a theoretical acquaintance with 
the great truths of Divine revelation, and exemplifying them by a consis- 
tent walk and conversation. These, with other dispositions and acquire- 
ments of a subordinate kind, which ought tobe possessed and exercised by 
ajll the teachers, areillustrated in avery luminous, forcible, and interest- 

ing manner. 

In the developement of tie important principles relating to character, 
temper, and conduct, which are constantly called into practice in the dis- 
charge of the duties of this office: and in the exposition of the various 
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difficulties, discouragements, temptations and trials to which the teacher 
issubject, there is displayed such g thorough and accurate, acquaintance 
with whatever has a tendency to impart dignity, interest and usefulness to 
this system of instruction,—such an ardent desire to make it subservient to 
the best ends,—such discernment, accompanied with urgent and affection- 
ate appeals to the conscience, in directing to the attainment of these ends, 
—as eminently to entitle the work to the very apprdpriate appellation of 
‘ the Sunday School Teacher’s Guide,’ in the best sense of the-term.) In 
addition to this, there runs throughout the composition such a rich vein of 
engaging eloquence, that the teacher in perusing the work is irresistibly 
charmed into the love of hisduty, while he is ably and profitably irstracted 
concerning the mode of falfilling it. | 

The Treatise is so good throughout, and so well calculated to be useful, 
that we should have been disposed to enrich our pages with a considerable 
portion of it, were it pot for sale for the benefit of a charitable institution. 
We shall only insert the following passages as specimens of the work, pre- 
suming that they will suffice to prompt many of those who are engaged in 
Sunday School instruction, to procure that valuable little book, and use it 
as a directory to the duties of their office. We apprehend that very few of 
them will content themselves with a single. perusal of it. 


Extracts from the Sunday School Teacher's Guide. 


Look round upon the crowd of little immortals, by whom you 
are constantly” encircled every week; view them in the light, 
which the rays of inspired truth diffuse over their circumstances , 
follow them in imagination not only into the ranks of society, to 
act their humbler part in the great drama of human life ; but follow 
them down isto that valley, gloomy with the shadows of death, 
and from which they must come forth, “ they that have done well, 
to everlasting life ; but they that have done ill, to everlasting shame 
and contempt:’’ and while you see them plunging into the bot- 
tomless pit, or soaring away to the celestial city, say, what should 
ne the ultimate object of a Sunday School teacher’s exertions ? P. 48. 

The ultimate object of a Sunday School teacher should be, m 
humble dependence upon divine grace, to impart that religious 
‘nowledge ; to produce those religious impressions ; and to form those 
religious habits, in the minds of the children, which shall be crowned 
with the SALVATION OF THEIR IMMORTAL sours. J. 49. 

‘Yo train them up in the way of sincere and undefiled religion, is 
on object of such immense importance, that compared with this, an 
ability to read and write, or even all the refinements of life, have 
not the weight of a feather in their destiny. 

_ Sunday Schools, to be contemplated in their true lizht, should 
ve viewed as nurseries for the church of God ; as bearing an inti- 
mate connexion with the unseen world: and as ultimately intend- 
ud to people the realms of glory with ‘the spirits of just men 
made perfect.”” To judge of their value by any lower estimate ; 


so view them merely as adapted to the perishivg interests of mor. 
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tality, is to cast the institution into the balances of atheism ; te 


weigh them upon the sepulchre ; and to pronounce upon their va- 


tue, without throwing eternity into the scale. P. 50. 

THE SALVATION OF THE IMMORTAL sovL, a phrase than which 
one more sublime, or more interesting, can never drop from the 
lips or the pen of man, describes your last, and noblest purpose. 

You may, it is true, impart a knowledge of letters, and teach 
the children to read even the book of God; but to be the instru- 
ment of writing his laws upon their minds, and inscribing them 
upon their hearts, is an honour to which without true piety you 
cannot aspire.—The teacher who is earnestly seeking the eternal 
salvation of his children, occupies a station as far above his level 
who seeks nothing more than their temporal advantage, as the 
angel flying through the midst of heaven is above the traveller who 
is toiling across the low and sandy desart. If] were to delineate, 
in picture, the emblem of a Sunday School teacher’s duty and em- 
ployment, I would represent Faith and Love, like the two angels 
that conducted Lot from Sodom, leading between them a poor 
child to"the cross; and while one is directing his eye to the means 
of salvation, the other should be pointing him fo the realms of 
eternal glory. But will this apply to you without decided persona} 
religion? Ohno. If you are unconcerned about your own soul ; 
if you gaze with a tearless eye upon the immortal ruins that lie 
within your own breast ; how can it be expected you will mourn 
over the spiritual desolation you see in others? How can you 
teach an unknown God? How can you represent that Saviour as 
a pearl of great price, which to you is a stone of stumbling? Can 
you illustrate in what manner the principles of divine truth should 
constrain the conscience, and engage the affections ; how they 
should become the elements of a new existence, and be breathed 
into the nostrils of the soul as the breath of spiritual life ? what, 
this without experimental religion? No. Of all things it is most 
applicable to vital piety; to be taught, it must be felt. And as you 
will be without ability, so in the absence of this qualification, you 
will be equally destitute of inclination, to seek the highest object 
of the institution. Can you feel disposed to alarm, to stimulate, 
to admonish others, in reference to the salvation of their souls, 
when every word brings back upon yourself the keen reproach, 
** Physician, heal thyself?’ A jealous conscience would not en- 
dure the insult; and to keep peace in your own bosom, you must 
soon abanden those favours abroad, which you refuse to bestow at 
home. If then you would start in the career of wisdom, and be- 
come candidates for a prize, which excites the ambition of two 
contending worlds, first become wise unto salvation for yourselves, 
and then, as from this mighty impulse, seek the eternal welfare ot 
the children; ‘‘ forhe that winneth souls is wise.””’ P. 67-8. 

It is vain to deny, and useless to conceal, that the office of a 
Sunday School teacher, is attended with no trifling sacrifices of 
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ease and comfort, which unless they were previously forescen, 
will, in all probability, soon drive them from the work. Should 
these pages meet the eye of. any one who is about ignominiously to 
retire before the face of a few unexpected toils, I entreat him to 
consider the importance of the cause he is disposed to abandon. 
Let him meditate upon the worth of souls, and-call up the interests 
ef two worlds, which depend so much upon religious instruction, 
and then say, if he ought not to blush at the thought of retreating. 
Did the Son of God lahour through a life of poverty, agonize in 
a death of torture, for immortal souls, and will you cast from you 
their interests because a little sacrifice of time and ease is required 
on the Sabbath? Can you pretend to fellowship with Christ ? If 
selfishness has not chilled your blood at its fountain, let it rise into 
your cheek with the blush of holy shame, and be the signal from 
this hour for rallying your retreating benevolence. P. 94-5. 

In some cases young persons have quitted their office because 
there were none in the school of equal standing with themselves in 
life. What! shall pride, that disgusting and destructive vice, be 
allowed admission to the field of mercy’s sacred labours? What! 
must our very compassion be made dependent.on the finery which 
the milliner, the jeweller, or the tailor can supply to a fellow la- 
bourer, in the cause of God and souls? That the frivolous and the 
gay should refuse to resart to a place where correspondent glitter 
is not to be found, is not surprising but to refuse to distribute the 
benefits of instruction to the ignorant, and the blessings of salva- 
tion to the perishing, unless we have by our side gneas well dress- 
ed as ourselves, seems the very climax of all that is absurd in hu- 
man pride. Is this then a cause which can be ennobled by the 
splendour, or degraded by the obscurity, of its native supporters ? 
Is it not enough that you are employed as the almoners.of God’s 
richest gifts, and engaged for the benefit of immortal interests ? 
‘I'he toftiest seraph that glows, and burns in the tegaple above, if 
commissioned by his God, would accept with gratitude the office. 
you are disposed to vacate, and in teaching the knowledge of his 
exalted Lord, would think himself most honourably employed, 
though his pupils were the poorest of children, and his associates 
the poorest of teachers. If however you must have fellow-work- 
ers who are your equals or superiors, you have only to look up with 
the eye of faith, and you would find. yourself surrounded with 
ministers and missionaries; prophets and apostles; the wise and 
good of every age, who have all been pursuing, though in another 
way, the same grand object as youare seeking. And even alli this, 
what is it to the thought of being, although in the humblest sense, 
a fellow worker with God, and Christ, in the redemption of a lost 
and miserable world? J. 98. 

Pride is a vice that does not dwell exclusively in kings’ houses, 
ware only soft raiment, and feed sumptuously every day upon lof- 
ty titles. fame, or affluence ; generated in the depravity of our na- 
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ture, it accommodates itself to our circumstances, and adapts i+ - 
self to our taste: it is found as often in the cottage, as in the man- 
sion ;, and never having tasted the richer viands of loftier eleva. 
tions, feeds with avidity upon the lewest distinctions, which raise 
one man above another. Consciousness of superiority, whatever 
be the object of comparison, is the element of this most hateful dis- 
‘position ; and this may be supplied even from the office of a Sun- 
day School teacher. P. 133-4. 

A spirit of earnest prayer should be the living soul of all your 
conduct. While your eye is fixed upon the children, your heart 
should be lifted up toGod. You should sit down as between them 
and the Fountain of Life, and, while opening by instruction a 
channel to their hearts, seek to draw the living stream by prayer 
from heaven. 

Tis astonishing what an effect is produced, even on our own 
feelings, by fervent prayer. It elevates in our minds, and endears 
to our heart, every object which itembraces. It is not the plead- 
ing of an hireling advocate, who, after the most eloquent appeals, 
receives his fee, and forgets his client; but the intercession of ge- 
nuine charity, which is inflamed towards its object, by its own im-. 
passioned entreaties on its behalf.—Prayer will cherish all the 
tenderest sensibilities of the heart, and keep down the growth and 
influence of our natural selfishness. Did you come to the schoo] 
every sabbath morning, like Moses from the mount, direct from 
the presence and the converse of God ; bringing all the solemn tene 
derness with which you had supplicated for the children at the mer- 
cy-seat, what a character would be imparted to your deportment! 
The solemn air of eternity, irradiated with the beams of heavenly 
glory, would be visible upon your countenance ; while the meek- 
ess of Jesus, and the mercy of his Gospel, breathed forth in all 
your language, would admonish the children, that it was nota time 
for them to trifle, when their teacher had come to them witha 
“* message from God.” P. 108-9. 

Could you look at the aggregate of success, which has already 
followed these exertions, you would behold &scene which would 
fix your attention in silent wonder, or wrap your heart in trans- 
ports of delight. It is a fact which abundant evidence confirms, 
that multitudes of children have already been converted to God, 
blessed for both worlds, and made happy for eternity, by means ot 
Sunday School instruction. At the very moment when you are 
giving vent to the sighs of disappointment, and yielding to the in- 
fAuence of despondency, a thousand harps are struck in heaven by 
a band of glorified spirits, who received their first devout impres- 
sions in a Sunday School. Could you listen to their harmony, and 
gaze upon their beauty ;—-could you witness the seraphic glow 
which is diffused over their frame, and hear the rapturous praises 
which they pour forth to Him that sitteth upon the throne as often 
as they repeat the honoured name of their beloved teacher, ciscou- 
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agement before sucha scene would instantly vanish, and animated 
ta would fill its place. When you feel despondency creeping 
through your soul, send your imagination for one of these heavenly 
harpers, and by the song of her conversion, let her charm away the 
gloomy thoughts of your troubled breast. P. 140-1. 

y fancy has sometimes presented me with this picture of a 
faithiul teaeher’s entrance to the state of her everlasting rest. The 
agony of dissolution is closed, the triumph of faith completed, 
and the conquering spirit hastens to her crown. Upon the con- 
fines of the heavenly world, a form divinely fair awaits her ar- 
rival. Wrapt in astonishment at the dazzling glory of this celes- 
tial inhabitant, and as yet a stranger in the world of spirits, she 
inquires, ‘* Is this Gabriel, chief of allthe heavenly hosts, and am 
I honoured with his aid to guide me to the throne of God ?”’ With 
a smile of ineffable delight, such as gives fresh beauty to an angel’s 
countenance, the mystic form replies, Dost thou remember little 
Elizabeth, who was in yonder world a Sunday scholar in thy 
class? Dost thou recollect the child who wept as thou talkedst to 
her of sin, and directed her to the cross of the dying Redeemerv’ 
God smiled with approbation upon thy effort, and by his own Spi- 
rit sealed the impression upon her heart in characters never to be 
effaced. Providence removed her from beneath thy care, before 
the fruit of thy labour was visible. The seed, however, had taken 
root, and it was the business of another to water what thou didst 
sow. Cherished by the influence of heaven, the plant of religion 
flourished in her heart, and shed its fragance upon her character. 
Piety, after guarding her from the snares of youth, cheered her 
amidst the accumulated trials of an afflicted life, supported her 
amidst the agonies of her last conflict, and elevated her to the man - 
sions of immortality : and now behold before thee the glorified 
spirit of that poor child, who under God owes the eternal life on 
which she has lately entered, to thy faithful labours ‘in the Sunday 
School ; and who is now sent by our Redeemer to introduce thee 
to the world of glory, as thy first and least reward for guiding the 
once thoughtless, ignorant, wicked Elizabeth to the world of grace. 
Hail, bappy spirit! Hail, favoured of the Lord! Hail, deliverer 
of my soul! Hail, to the world of eternal glory! P. 165-6. 

[ can trace the scene no further. | cammot paint the raptures 
produced in the honoured teacher's bosom by this unexpected in- 
terview. 1 cannot depict the mutual gratitude and love of two 
such spirits meeting on the confmes of heaven, much less can I 
tollow them to their everlasting* mansion, and disclose the bliss 
which they shall enjoy betore the throne of God. 

All this, and a thousand times more, is attendant upon the sal- 
vation of one single soul. ‘Teachers, what a motive to diligence ! 

When the deeds of heroes shall be passed over in silence, or 
mentioned with reprobation ; when poets, except those who have 
sung to the harp ot piety: and philosophers, except such as havg 
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employed their researches to manifest the glory of the first cause, 
shall sink down without distinction in the general mass, then shall 
the holy useful teacher, attended by the children he had been the 
means of reclaiming, be presented before the face of an assembled 
universe, arrayed with infinite honour and glory ; not the mighty 
host of patriarchs and prophets,—aposties and evangelists,—re- 
formers and martyrs,—ministers and missionaries, pressing to re- 
ceive their crowns, shall throw him into obscurity, or deprive him 
of his reward: but amidst surrounding millions he shall stand sin- 
gle and apart to receive the public plaudits of his judge: “ {nas- 
much as you have done it unto the least of these my brethren, you 
have done it unto me. Well done, good and faithful servant, enter 
thou inte the joy of thy Lord.” P. 180. 
— 7S 

We suspend our Extracts from the Appendix to the Twelfth Report of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, for the purpose of inserting the .fol- 
lowing more recent intelligence respecting the progress of the Bible cause 
on the other side of the Atlantic. 


Letter from the Rev. J. Paterson, Petersburg, June 16, (O. S.) 1816. 


Yesterpay the Russian Bible Society held its Third Anniver- 
sary in the Taurian Palace.. At the appointed hour the Hall was 
nearly full: many strangers were present; and, among others, 
the eminently worthy representative of the British nation, and of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, the Earl of Cathcart. When 
his Lordship came into the room, he pressed my hand, and, look- 
ing round on the company, observed, ‘‘ Here we behold men of 
all nations assembled.”’ “ Yes,’’ 1 added, ‘ and for the most glo- 
rious purpose of sending the Bible to all nations.”” Our noble Pre- 
sident, Prince Galitzin, took his seat at the head of the table, sup- 
ported on the right by that distinguished Prelate, the Archbishop 
Michael, and on the left by the Roman Catholic Metropolitan. 
The President opened the Meeting with a short but peculiarly ex- 
cellent speech. ‘The Secretary, Mr. Papoff, then read the Report— 
a most interesting document, in which, to show the progress made 
by the Society in its means, and in its work, a comparison was 
stated between the two first years of its existence, and the last 
year. One hundred and fifty-seven thousand one hundred copies 
of the Scriptures have been printed, are in hand, or about to be 
printed, in thirty editions, and sixteen different languages. Besides 
which, translations are preparing in the modern Kussian, and 
Matthew and John finished; and in the Turkish with Armenian 
characters, of which Matthew is nearly finished: these will make 
the number of the languages eighteen. Facts were mentioned, and 
extracts of correspondence read, which proved that the divine bless- 
ing had rested in an eminent degree on the Society’s endeavours to 
distribute the Holy Scriptures. The poor have thereby been en- 
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siched, the bands of the prisoner loosened, the sick and the 


dying comforted, the prodigal reclaimed, and tne heavenly pilgrim 
strengthened for his journey, and enabled to proceed on his way 
rejoicing. Nominal Christians, who, in consequence of their 
being deprived of the light of divine revelation for centuries past, 
either worshipped they knew not what, or were beginning to adore 
the works of their own hands, or to pay their devotions at the 
shrine of the false prophet, have seen a light shine in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in their hearts. 
Heathens and Mohomedans have seen the star in the east, which 
in due time will lead them, through the tender mercies of our God, 
to the Child born, and the Son given. Such are the facts, my dear 
friend, contained in this Report. 1 wish you could with me have 
taken your seat behind our noble President, where you would 
have had the whole of this august assembly in view, and, although 
you would have heard these facts detailed ina foreign language, 
you would yet have read, in the countenances of all present, men 
of all nations and confessions, in a language you perfectly under- 
stand, the full import of what was detailed, in the expressive looks 
of astonishment and joy, of gratitude, praise, and supplication. A 
tribute of just commendation was paid to our great and good 
Patron, his Imperial Majesty. What the British and Foreign 
Bible Society had done for Russia, was delineated in a manner 
which showed, that, in this god-like cause, there was a blessing 
in receiving, as well as in giving. The gratitude of the Com- 
mittee, andof the whole assembly, was expressed towards the 
noble representative of your Society, and his Lordship evidently 
felt the honour done to him and his country. All was profound 


silence till the Report was finished, when expressions of congratu- . 
tation ran through the whole assembly. 


From the Rev. R. Pinkerton, Moscow, April6, (O. S.) 1816. 


Turoven the kind hand of our Lord upon me, I again find 
myself in the midst of Moscow, and rejoice exceedingly to behold’ 
this ancient city so rapidly rising out of her ruins in new splen- 
dour. There is an astonishing change in the appearance of Mos- 
cow, since I was here last year. Most of the brick buildings 
which were burnt down, are now re-built ; many with great ele- 
yance ; and though the vacancies between these buildings, former- 
ly covered with wooden houses, be still numerous, and some ex~- 
tensive, yet these are daily becoming fewer, by the erection of 
new brick and wood houses. There is no part of the city now 
where the marks of devastation remain so apparent as on the walls 
and towers encompassing the Kremlin. ‘The number of inhabi- 


tants is at present about 250,000. The affairs of the Bible Secie- 
ty here, are in a most prosperous state. 











= 
953 


THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 


Irom the same. Moscow, May 3, (N.S.) 1816. 


| nave this day had the very great pleasure of attending the 
Third Anniversary of the Moscow Bible Society. The Meeting 
was held in a large hall of the newly re-built palace of the late 
Metropolitan Platon, and, notwithstanding the very unfavourable 
state of the weather, was numerously attended, and graced by the 
presence of the first men in this city, both clergy and laity. The 
Archbishop Augustin pronounced a most animating and appropriate 
Speech, in which he dwelt, with much eloquence and feeling, on 
the desolated state of this metropolis, when the Society was first 
founded, and on the great efforts which, by the blessing of God, 
it had been enabled to make, to compensate, with the treasures of 
revelation, the losses which so many then sustained—to feed the 
fatherless and widows; bind up the broken-hearted ; and admi- 
nister comfort to the afflicted, by She distribution of that spiritual 
food, balm, and consolation, with which the Holy Scriptures 
abound. He displayed, in striking colours, the wonderful love 
ot God to our generation, who, when infidelity, with all its train 
of iniguities, and wars, and confusion, and desolations, had de- 
luged the land of Christendom with the blood of its inhabitants, 
was pleased, amidst this awful scene of human wo, to raise up 
shining witnesses to the truth, by the establishment of Bible So- 
eieties in so many different nations, and to crown their exertions 
with such distinguished success, in disseminating the glorious Gos- 
pelof mercy an& peace. The Speech of the Archbishop made, 
visibly, a deep impression on the numerous audience, and prepar- 
ed their minds to listen with attention to the detailed Report of the 
Committee ; from which the following is an extract: 

‘* Numbers of our countrymen flock daily to the Depository, : 
to purchase, or gratuitously to obtain, the Holy Scriptures, in the 
Slavonic language. Before the edition was published, certain 
persons are known to have sent expressly to Moscow, from a dis- 
tance, to get information when it would be possible for them to ob- 
fain a Bible: others, with not less importunity, have repeatedly 
sent letters, with money inclosed in them, begging for onc Bible, 
at least, for the use of several families! Such is the spiritual 
hunger of our fellow-countrymen for the word of God, which 
makes known te us salvation through Jesus Christ! It is only ne- 
cessary to behold with what anxiety the poor, yea, the meanest oi 
the people, endeavour to obtain the divine Rook, containing the 
testimony of the love and mercy of the Most High to the children 
of men, in order to be convinced of the salutary effects of Bible 
Societies, and the necessity that existed for their establishment. 
Parents earnestly beg for the Scriptures to instruct their children ; 
the aged, te receive comfort and support in their declining years ; 
the rich, to confer them upon orphans and widows; and the be- 
nevolent, to bestow them on such as are sick, and unable to pay. 
All these persons seem to ascribe to the Bible sugh a divine power,- 
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to “onsider it as such an invaluable blessing, that we have much 
cause to exclaim, in the words of our great Redeemer: Blessed 
are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they 
shall be filled. The Bishops of Ekaterinaslof, Koursk, Tobolsk, 
and Irkutsk, desirous of blessing their respective flocks by the 
distribution of the sacred Scriptures, have ordered a great nuinber 
of copies for this purpose.” 
From the same. Swnpheropol, May 31, (O.S.) 1816. 

‘I'rioven fully persuaded that the intelligence of the establish- 
ment of a Bible Society in any spot on the surface of the globe, 
willever prove cause of the most lively gratitude and joy to the 
Members and Friends of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
yet surely when they hear that a Branch of this noble Institution 
has been planted, and is taking root in the centre of a moral wil- 
derness, such as that from whence I now address you, their feel- 
ings of joy must be peculiarly excited, and their faith in God’s 
promise confirmed. Of the planting and watering of such a 
Branch in this city of the peninsula of Tauridia, amidst a popu- 
lation of 200,000 Mahomedans, and 100,000 Christians and Jews, 
I have the great happiness this day to inform you. © This auspici- 
ous event for the inhabitants of the Crimea, took place this after- 
noon, inthe presence of a large meeting of the most respectable 
persons of this city, of all religious confessions. The Meeting 
was opened by a ehorus of sacred music; after which his Excel- 
lency the Privy Counsellor Gegulin, late Governor of the Crimea, 
aman universally honoured and beloved, rose, and in a most pa- 
thetic and appropriate speech, explained the object for which the 
audience were assembled. The number of Subscribers to the 
Tauridian Branch of the Russian Bible Society, is already upwards, 
of 200, of whom 76 are Mahomedans, and five Caraite Jews! 
The Catholic Priest informed me, after the Meeting broke up, 
that he needed not fewer than 300 copies of the Bible inmediate- 
ly tor the colonists estabiished in different parts of the Crimea. 
A gentleman who has much to do among the Tartars, assured me, 
that many demands had been made of late for ‘Tartar and ‘Turkish 
Bibles, and that in the ancient Tartar metropolis, Bakchesera: 
alone, he could dispose of at least 200 copies. 

. 4+ oOo 

JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 
A child's reflection. : 

Betotp my affectionate parent, viewing, with anxious thought, 
his tender ofspring. Concerned for our present happiness and 
future felicity, | hear him, with tender emotions ¢f soul, begging 
ihe Divine Benediction to be bestowed on his family,—fearing 
he should be called to leave us in the wilderness ‘without the guide 
of our youth; committing us, with the most affectionate concern, 
to the care of God his Saviour, entreating his fivourable protec- 
tion! T sit and heer hig valuable ipstructions-- w roine us of thea 
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¢vil of sin, and of the snares of the world! O that each of us paid 
proper attention to his pious counsel! I read in his countenance 
the deep concern he feels lest his advice should be lost, and our 
precious souls undone ! | view his exemplary conduct to win our af- 
fections to the ways of God, and to endear the precious word of truth 
to us, which is the stimulus and rule of his practice. 

What gratitude is due—what love should we show—and what 
obedience should we render to sucha parent and friend!—and how 
does my heart pity those parents, whose affectionate care and anx- 
ious solicitude are neglected, or treated with disrespect! How do 
I pity those children living in heathen countries and elsewhere, 
who have no such concern exercised by their parents, no 
such admonitions, no such example shown, and whose _ ever- 
lasting welfare is neglected and forgotten! Their parents, living 
without God in the world, either totally neglect their charge, or, if 
they correct their children, it is not from any concern for their best 
terest, but to gratify their own revengeful temper, which is irritat- 
ed by something done or said by the child, to which, perhaps, he 
was encouraged by their example; and which probably, would 
have given them pleasure at another time, and have excited ex- 
pressions of applanse. Perhaps, all the family is in gross dark~- 
ness! The house, the word, and ordinances of God are neglected 
—no'prayer used—no knowledge of the state they are in, or of the 
way of salvation. O, what a wretched scene ! O what obligations 
am 1 under to my pious parents, who care for my soul, and who 
discover their concern in so many endearing forms !—How thank- 
ful am I that Managers and teachers of Sunday Schools are in- 
creasing in their concern and zeal for the welfare and happiness 
of numbers of those wretched objects, who are otherwise ina 
hopeless state! and are searching them out from their cells of 
mental darkness—their scenes of helpless misery, to teach them 
to read the word of life, and to feed them with knowledge and under- 
standing! Go on and prosper, ye devoted servants of the Lord ! 
‘l'ake the charge of the souls of those spiritual orphans, and bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord! They can- 
not recompense you ; but you shall be recompensed at the resurrec- 
tion of the just! 


From the Christian Monitor. 
VIEW OF THE STATE OF RELIGION 
Tn the Churches under the care of the Synod of Virginia. 

Curistian Breruren—After a free conversation upon the state 
of religion, we are happy in being able to congratulate the churches 
under our care, upon the general prosperity of our charge. At 
the same time, we would earnestly desire to render our devout 
acknowledgments to the great Head of the Church, from whom 
the blessing is derived, and to whom the praise is due. 

We have to lament, indeed, that some of our congregations ap- 
pear to have grown remiss and negligent in their attendance upon 
the ministry of the word ; and we would sofemnly exhort all suck 
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to be zealous and repent, lest the anger of the Lord should rest 
upon themselves and their descendants to the latest generations. 

On the other hand, we have been consoled and refreshed by 
the intelligence, that in many of our congregations there is a si- 
lent and gradual progress in the things of religion. ‘The number 
of praying people is increasing—family worship is observed—the 
children are catechised—the walk and conversation of members 
are in some good measure such as become those who profess godlt- 
sess—attempts are making to establish Bible Classes and Sunday 
Schools— societies are forming for the support of missionaries and 
tandidates for the Gospel ministry—amd the general interests of 
religion are pursued with increasing diligence and zeal. Such is 
peculiarly the case in the congregations of Norfolk, Petersburg, 
Winchester, Leesburg, Fredericksburg, and Richmond. 

In some other of our churches also, the state of things is still 
more encouraging. In that of Winchester an unusual degree of 
religious excitement has prevailed for some time past, and many 
have been added to the church, of such we trust whose names are 
in the book of life. In that of Leesburg too, there is reason to hope 
that the Lord has heard the cry of his people, and is visiting them 
inmercy. Several have already been anxiously awakened to a 
sense of their sinfulness, and led to seek salvation tfrough the 
righteousness of Christ. A deep and solemn attention to the 
means of grace is still prevailing, and many are anxiously inquir- 
ing what they shall do to be saved. 

We are further gratified to learn, that several new churches 
have been erected within our bounds, and that the number of 
those who attend upon their service is generally increasing. We 
are also particularly pleased to hear, that there is a fair prospect 
of organizing a new congregation in the county of Princess Anne, 
under circumstances that promise to advance the interests of re- 
ligion in that section of the state. 

In addition to these interesting notices, we are most happy to 
observe that the Theological seminary under our care continues 
to enjoy the blessingsof Heaven, The contributions to its funds 
for the year past, have been unusually liberal ; and the number 
of its students is constantly growing. At the same time, associa- 
tions of pious females and others are forming around us, still fur- 
ther to enlarge its resources and extend its usefulness. But above 
all, it affords us the highest satisfaction to find that candidates for 
the Gospel ministry are becoming more numerous than at any 
former period, and that our churches may soon enjoy the benelit 
of their labours. 

Notwithstanding these flattering prospects, however, we have but 
‘oo much reason to apprehend that many parts of our state are al- 
most destitute of the means of grace. ‘There is indeed a wofu! 
‘amine of the word of the Lord in many corners of our charge, 
ind the cry of souls perishing for 12 +k of knowledge is in our ears 
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In several counties within our bounds the glad tidings of the Gos~ 
pel are seldom heard, and the privileges of public worship, with 
the countless blessings that attend it, but rarely enjoyed. In the 
mean time, our population is rapidly increasing around us, and no 
adequate means of instruction are provided to meet the wants of 
the rising generation. 

{t is a consolation indeed, that in.the midst of these discourage- 
ments there are some hopes of relief, and the means of procuring 
it are perhaps within our reach. In many of these places now 
everspread with moral darkness, the inhabitants are beginning to 
feel their way for the light of the Gospel, and may we not hope 
that the day-star is rising tn their hearts ? ‘“‘ Send us missionaries, 
let us hear the word,’? are sounds which come to us from a thou- 
sand tongues. And shall we then remain insensible under these 
afflicting appeals to our hearts; as men and Christians ? Shall we 
turn a deaf ear to the cries of our own kinsmen according to the 
flesh ? Shall,we see them suffering and bleeding in the way, and 
pass by onthe other side? Or shall we not rather regard their en- 
treaties as the calls of Providence ta redouble our exertions for 
the salvation of perishing souls ? 

We would therefore affectionately and solemnly call upon the 
members of our charge, ministers, elders, and brethren, to renew 
their diligence and zeal in the great work which God has confided 
to our care, the work of promoting the prosperity of his church, 
and cause, in our land. Let us come forward with united hearts 
and hands, with all the means that we possess, to provide mis- 
sionaries, to diffuse religious knowledge throughout the communi-~ 
ty, and to extend the means of grace and the blessings of the 
Gospel in all the various modes which love and duty can suggest. 
At the same time, let us be careful to purify our own hearts by 
aith, that we may be better instruments for the work before us. 
And above all, let us be instant and fervent in prayer to Him from 
whom cometh all our help, that he may send more labourers into. 
his harvest, and that the land of our charge, with the whole earth, 
may soon become as a watered garden, and as a field which the 
Lord hath blessed, 

Signed by order of the Synod, 
JOHN H. RICE, Moderator. 

Fredericksburg, Oct. 3, 1816. 

- <g> 
_ We have the satisfaction to announce, that the Board of Managers of 
ihe American Society for evangelizing the Jews, have appointed Mr. J. S.C. 
Frey to deliver Lectures statedly to the Jews in their behalf; and that Mr. 
Frey has consented to deliver one every Lord’s day evening, in the North 
Dutch Church in William-street, the use of which the Consistory have 
kindly granted forthat benevolent purpose. 

The collections to be thon and there taken up are tobe for the use of the 


ghove named Sortety, 





